SUMMARY. 


LT  COLONEL  DESBARRES  SERVICES,  fincc  the  Commencement  of  the  War  1756, 
had  been  honoured  with  the  particular  Approbation  of  his  Sovereign  as  well  as  of  the  Commanders 
in  Chief  Lord  Amherft,  General  Wolfe,  Marquis  Townfhend,  &c,  when,  in  1763  the  late  Earl  of 
Egmont  prefiding  at  the  Admiralty  having  exprefled  an  earneft  Difpofition  to  promote  the  Un-^ 
dertaking  of  an  accurate  Survey  of  the  then  unexplored  Ctoafts  and  Harbours  of  Nova  Scotia, 
he  engaged  therein  under  Aflurances  of  being  confidered  therefore  in  a  manner  adequate  to  his 
Diligence,  Abilities,  and  the  Value  of  his  Performance,  and  that  it  mould  alfo  prove  a  Means  of 
accelerating  his  Promotion  in  the  Army.  His  Lordfhip  directed  a  Salary,  at  the  Rate  of  Twenty 
Shillings  a-day,  to  be  paid  to  him  in  the  mean  time,  and  fignified  that  the  Contingent  Expences 
attending  that  neceflary  Service  would  be  defrayed.  The  Operations  of  the  Surrey  were  carried  on 
under  the  Infpedion  of  the  feveral  Naval  Commanders  in  Chief  in  America,  Lord  Colvill, 
Lord  Hood,  Admirals  Gambier,  Montague,  &c :  until  the  End  of  1773.  In  Remit,  numerous 
excellent  Harbours  were  difcovered,  and  the  Navigation  of  a  Coaft,  the  Approach  of  which 
had  previoufly  been  confidered  as  an  Object  of  Terror,  became  fafe  and  eafy.  Every  Specimen  of 
the  Performance,  tranfmitted  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Progrefs  to  the  Admiralty,  had  been  noticed  with 
the  moft  encouraging  Approbation. 

The  King,  on  DesBarres'  Return  to  England,  having  been  pleafed  to  order  his  Performance 
to  be  engraved  for  the  Exigencies  of  the  Public  Service,  he  was  until  the  Year  1784  labourioufly 
engaged  therein  and  in  the  additional  Talk  of  preparing  and  compleating  Charts,  &c,  of  other 
Parts  of  the  American  Coafts  and  Harbours,  with  Soundings  and  requifite  Nautical  Obfervations, 
and  in  infpecting  and  correcting  the  Work  of  Engravers  employed  in  that  Profecution. — His 
Majefty  had  at  the  Inftancc  of  Earl  Howe  at  the  Period  of  his  Lordfhip's  Appointment  to  the 
Chief  Command  of  the  Fleet  in  America  cirected  Lord  ,North  to  commit  the  faid  additional  Task 
to  DesBarres"  Duty,  the  Superintendence  of  which  w-a^  by  J  nrd  North  referred  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  Plantations.  Accordingly,  their  Lordfhips  occasionally  inferred  in  their  Eftimates  to 
Parliament  Sums  of  Money  towards  defrayitn;  the  progreffive  Expence  of  engraving  the  Plates, 
adding  thereto  an  Allowance  at  the  Rate  of  Twenty-fhillings  a-day  for  his  own  extraordinary  trou- 
ble. He  received  this  Allowance  during  Four  Years — from  1777  to  1780  ;  But,  in  confequence  of 
the  Suppreffion  of  their  Board,  and  the  Admiralty  having  difcontinued,  fince  the  31ft  of  Auguft  1779, 
the  Payment  of  the  Salary  appointed  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  DesBarres  received  no  farther  Allow- 
ance for  his  unremitting  Exertions  thenceforth  to  the  25th  of  June  1784. 

His  Contingent  Disburfements  fince  1763  (excepting  £166.  $s.  6d.  for  Hire  and  Repairs  of 
fome  of  the  fmall  Craft,  employed  in  taking  the  Soundings  of  the  Coafts )  remained  unpaid.  After 
many  Reprefentations  on  the  Subject,  he  laid  a  Memorial  before  His  Majefty.  Upon  Reference 
thereof  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  their  Lordfhip's  advifed  the  Payment  of  £391 5.  ijs.  Sd> 
for  Contingencies  incurred  by  him  during  the  Period  of  the  Survey,  declining  to  give  any  Opinion 
with  refpect  to  the  farther  Disburfements  neceflarily  incurred  in  the  Profecution  of  the  fubfequent 
Work,  carried  on  in  purfuance  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  Order  to  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and 
their  Lordfhips,  after  declaring  in  their  Report  that  they  did  "  not  think  themfelves  competent  to 
"  propofe  to  His  Majefty  an  adequate  Compenfation  for  his  Difappointment  of  Military  Promotion 
*f  and  the  Lofles  he  had  fuftained  in  private  Fortune,  by  devoting  fo  many  Years  of  his  Life  to  the 
M  Accomplishment  of  a  Work  productive  of  great  Benefit  and  Utility  not  only  to  His  Majefty's 
«  Se  rvice  but  to  the  Public  in  general,"  were  pleafed  to  recommend  him$  as  defervin°"  of  fome 
Mark  of  the  Royal  Favour,  and  to  reft  the  Redrefs  of  his  Cafe  on  His  Majefty's  Royal 
Munificence.  The  faid  Sum  of  £3915.  17/.  2d,  for  his  Contingent  Disburfements  on  the 
Survey  of  the  Coafts  and  Harbours  from  1763  to  1773,  was  paid  in  the  year  1784,  at  fuch  a  late 
Period,  when  it's  flender  Amount  did  not  even  defray  the  mere  Interefts  accrued  on  the  Advances 
which  he  had  abfoluttly  incurred  for  enabling  himfelf  to  carry  on  the  Services  committed  to  him  with 
due  Efficacy.    Vide  the  following  AbftraEt. 

IN  this  unfettled  Conjuncture  of  his  Affairs  he  was  fent  in  great  hafte  to  eftablifh  a  Colony 
in  Cape  Breton.    The  Expenditures  incurred  in  this  Profecution  and  for  fulfilling  the  Engagements 


of  Government  towards  the  Loyalifts,  were,  as  early  as  poffible  after  his  Arrival  on  the  Spot, 
ftated  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters. — He  fubmitted  an  Eftimate  of  the  current  Expence  which  appeared 
to  him  neceflary  to  be  incurred  for  effecting  the  Settlement  prop  )fed,  which  Eftimate  (calculated 
for  Three  Months)  amounted  to/4285.  1  is.  ad. — He  propofed  a  Rule  for  his  own  Proceedings,  until 
he  mould  receive  farther  Inftructions,  which  was  to  tranfmit  Quarterly  Accounts,  and  occafionally 
to  draw  for  the  Balances — and  he  drew  fundry  Bills  on  the  Lord  of  His  Majefty's  Trealury  upon  Ac- 
count thereof,  which  were  paid.  Subfequently,  the  Payment  of  Bills  fimilarly  drawn  for  the  Ba- 
lances of  the  thus  tranfmitted  Accounts  was  refufed,  without  fignifying  to  him,  according  to  the 
invariable  Rules  of  Officey  any  Reafon,  or  noticing  any  particular  Objection*  eicher  to  the  Expendi- 
tures or  to  the  Charges  contained  in  the  Accounts.  From  thofc  Meafures  and  Omifllons  followed, 
the  Seizure  and  Devaftation  of  the  Refidue  of  his  Property  for  the  Public  Debt,  and  the  attendant 
Embarraflments,  Expences,  and  Damages.  Vide  Page  84  and  85. 

Orders  were  tranfmitted  to  him,  which  he  received  in  July  1787,  to  repair  to  England  for 
the  fpeciHc  Purpofc  of  giving  an  Account  of  the  Tranfadtions  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Colony, 
and  for  anfvvering  clandeftine  Fabrications  which  had  been  impofed  on  Government. 

Among  the  Official  Proteftations  after  his  Arrival  in  London  in  1788,  it  was  moft  folemnly 
declared  that  he  had  not  been  fuperfeded,  that  there  was  no  Intention  of  fuperfeding  him,  having  re- 
ceived the  Appointment  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Cape  Breton  on  the  Score  of  his  Public  Services, 
and  that  Juftice  would  be  done  to  him  in  every  Point. 

His  Conduct,  his  Proceedings,  and  the  Accounts  he  had  rendered  into  Office  of  the  Expen- 
ditures incurred  for  carrying  on  the  Public  Services  entrufted  to  him,  have  been  fubje&ed  to  a 
keen  and  extraordinary  Courfe  of  Scrutiny  and  Inveftigation,  wherein,  malignant  Induftry  failing 
in  it's  Object:  to  attach  Blame  thereon,  the  Rectitude  and  Honour  thereof  was  acknowledged  in 
the  refpective  Offices. 

The  Hardlhip  of  a  Cafe  naturally  claiming  a  liberal  Confideration  feemed  now  to  be  felt  at  the 
Treafuryj  but  the  Difficulty  of  redreffing  a  Series  of  Injuries,  arifing  from  Perverfions  which,  un- 
happily, had  been  prematurely  fanctioned  with  Official  Authority,  was  acknowledged  to  be  infur- 
mountable  in  it's  Department,  without  a  thorough  Revifion  and  the  concurring  Recommendation 
of  Llis  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State  to  fubftitute  the  Rules  of  Equity,  as  practifed  in  extraordinary 
Cafes,  to  rhe  Strictnefs  of  Official  Fnrnhs  in  it's  Inquiry  an^r  Determination  thereon.  He  was  advifed, 
in  the  mean  while,  inftantly  to  apply  for  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State's  Official  Order  for  Pay- 
ment of  the  Arrears  of  his  Salary:  Not  receiving  any  Anlwer  for  a  long  Time,  he  addreffed  a 
brief  Statement  of  the  Circumftances  of  the  Cafe  to  his  Gracious  Sovereign,  entreating  that  the 
Duke  of  Portland  might  be  pleafed  officially  to  lay  the  fame  before  His  Majefty.  Thereupon  he 
was  honoured  with  a  Letter,  dated  4th  June  1795,  fignifying  that,  "  His  Majefty  having  been 
"  pleafed  to  appoint  William  Macarmick,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Cape  Breton,  by  a  Com- 
"  miffion  bearing  Date  the  a6th  of  February  1787,  the  Salary  there  o 'had  been  paid  to  him  from  that 
"  Period."  From  this,  humbly  conceiving  that  His  Grace  of  Portland  muft  have  been  mifinformed 
in  rei'pect  to  the  real  State  of  the  Affair,  he  repeated  his  Remonftrances,  and  hislnftances  for  laying 
the  Cafe  before  His  Majefty. — Indeed,  it  appeared  to  be  extremely  unnatural  to  ciedit  the  Exiftence 
of  Proceedings  avowedly  inconfiftent  with  Juftice,  derogatory  to  the  Candour  of  solemn  Declara- 
tions, and  contradicted  by  clear  and  authentic  Documents  in  his  Poffefiion  and  by  irrefrageable 
Facts — Proceedings,  which,  it  were  highly  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  could  not  poffibly  have  taken  place, 
but  only  in  the  moft  abfolute  Abfence  of  due  Confideration,  or  through  the  unrepreffed  Opera- 
tion of  the  Perverfions,  to  which  it  has  become  a  Duty,  equally  indifpenfible  and  painful,  circum- 
ftantially  to  allude  in  the  foregoing  Statement. 

Confcious  of  having  done  his  beft  in  all  Circumftances  of  his  Duty  to  His  Majefty  and  to 
the  Public,  and,  fupported  by  the  Evidence,  as  well  of  his  ardent  Exertions,  by  which  the  Infant 
Colony  of  Cape  Breton  had  notwithftanding  it's  apparently  by  infuperable  Difficulties  been  brought 
into  a  profperous  Courfe,  as  of  the  beneficial  Refult  of  his  preceeding  Labours,  he  has  been  led 
during  a  long  Period  of  Anxiety  to  indulge  the  Animation  of  his  Hope,  that  the  liberal  Spirit  of 
Government  will  ultimately  feel  Uielf  induced  with  dignified  Spontaneity  to  declare  and  honourably 
to  repair  Injuries  arifen  from  Abberrations,  the  Caufcs  and  the  fatal  Confequences  of  which  it  has 
not  been  in  his  Power  either  to  obviate  or  to  avert,  and  honour  with  it's  foftering  Countenance  the 
faithful  Devotion  of  his  humble  Talents  and  Abilities  to  the  Service  of  his  King  and  Country. 


ABSTRACT  of  ADVANCES,  incurred  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  DesBarres, 
in  the  Profecucion  of  the  following  Services  committed  to  him. — PAYMENTS  received  upon 
Account  thereof — and  ARREARS  remaining  due  at  the  End  of  each  Year. 


SERVICES    and  OBJECTS 
EXPENDITURE. 


of 


Carrying  on  a  Survey  and  taking  the  Sound- 
ings of  theCoaftSand  Harbours  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia— for  defraying  Contingencies,  viz.  furvey-  t 
ing  and  aftronomicil  Inltrumcnts,  Implements, 
AthlLms,  Pilots,  Guides,  &c,  employed  therein. 


G'nftructing  nautical  Charts  of  the  Coafts 
and  Habours  of  North  America — for  Contin- 
gencies, viz.  Implements, Materials,  Draftsmen, 
Houfe  Rent,  Fuel,  &c,  e.nployed  therein. 

Infpecttng  the  Publication  of  the  Atlantic 
Neptune — for  defraying  the  Exp*nce  of  en-  i 
graving  257  Plato,  contained  therein  [charged  \ 
at  the  Rate  of  35  Guineas  for  each  Plate,  being 
the  Allowance  fettled  by  Government  therefor] 
began  and  completed,  in  the  Period,  from  the 
Year  1774101784,  .£.9444  15/.  and  for  the 
Expence  of  Materials  and  preparing  Imprelfions 
for  the  Supply  of  the  Public  Service  1771. 

Eftablilhing  a  Colony  in  His  Majefly's 
Ifland  of  Cape  Breton — for  Expence  incurred 
in  the  Purchafe  of  Provifions  and  Building 
Materials  for  the  Supply  of  Loyalists,  in  p  ir- 

fu^nce  of  InftrufHons  Coft   of  Materials  and 

Wages  to  Artiiicers  and  Labourers  employed 
in  the  Erection  of  Buildings,  for  carrying  on 
the  Public  Bufmefs  in  the  fevcral  Colonial  De- 
partments, Magazines,  Barracks  and  Accom- 
modations for  the  Military,  &c,  and  incidental 
Expences,  fpeciked  in  the  Accounts  periodi- 
ca ly  transmitted. 
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LOSSES,  DEVASTATION  of  Property,  DAMAGES  on  protefted  Bills,  &c.  Vide  Page  4, 
No.  22  and  Pages  84  iff  85. 

SALARY  remaining  unpaid — at  the  Rate  of  20  s.  per  Diem,  from  the  lft  of  Auguft  1779, 
to  the  24th  of  June  1784,  his  Exertions  having  in  Purfuance  of  His  Majefly's  Royal  Orders 
been  unremittingly  and  beneficially  applied  during  that  Period — and  from  the  18th  of  June  1787, 
to  which  Time  he  has  been  paid  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Cape  Breton  at  the  Rate  of  £.500  per 
Annum,  to  this  Day.  This  Situation  having  avowedly  been  given  to  him  in  Compenfation  for 
arduous  and  unrequited  Services  :  if  under  fuch  Circumftances  it  has  been  found  expedient  or  con- 
venient for  the  Object  of  any  particular  Arrangement  or  Meafure  of  Government  to  diveft  him 
thereof,  he  may  equitably  be  entitled  to  claim  an  equivalent  Allowance  in  lieu. 
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